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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 98.10a 

the introduction into the United States 
of infectious animal diseases. 

[50 FR 43563, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 57 
FR 29194, July 1, 1992]

§ 98.10a Embryos from sheep in re-
gions other than Australia, Canada, 
and New Zealand. 

(a) Except for embryos from sheep in 
Australia, Canada, or New Zealand, 
embryos from sheep may only be im-
ported into the United States if they 
comply with all applicable provisions 
of this subpart and one of the following 
conditions: 

(1) The embryos are transferred to fe-
males in a flock in the United States 
that participates in the Voluntary 
Scrapie Flock Certification Program 
(see 9 CFR part 54, subpart B) and 
qualifies as a ‘‘Certified’’ flock; or 

(2) The embryos are transferred to fe-
males in a flock in the United States 
that participates in the Voluntary 
Scrapie Flock Certification Program 
(see 9 CFR part 54, subpart B) and the 
flock owner has agreed, in writing, to 
maintain the flock, and all first gen-
eration progeny resulting from em-
bryos imported in accordance with this 
section, in compliance with all require-
ments of the Voluntary Scrapie Flock 
Certification Program until the flock, 
including all first generation progeny 
resulting from embryos imported in ac-
cordance with this section, qualifies as 
a ‘‘Certified’’ flock. 

(b) Sheep embryos may be imported 
under paragraph (a) of this section only 
if the importer provides the Voluntary 
Scrapie Flock Certification Program 
identification number of the receiving 
flock as part of the application for an 
import permit. 

(c) Sheep embryos may be imported 
under paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
only if they are the progeny of a dam 
and sire that are part of flocks in the 
region of origin that participate in a 
program determined by the Adminis-
trator to be equivalent to the Vol-
untary Scrapie Flock Certification 
Program, and the flocks have been de-
termined by the Administrator to be at 
a level equivalent to ‘‘Certified’’ in the 
Voluntary Scrapie Flock Certification 
Program. 

(d) Sheep embryos may be imported 
under paragraph (a)(2) of this section 

only if they are transferred to animals 
in a Certifiable Class C flock partici-
pating in the Voluntary Scrapie Flock 
Certification Program; except, that if 
the embryos are the progeny of a dam 
and sire whose flock in the region of 
origin participates in a program deter-
mined by the Administrator to be 
equivalent to the Voluntary Scrapie 
Flock Certification Program, then the 
embryos may be placed in a flock in 
the United States which would be clas-
sified at a level equivalent to or lower 
(i.e., at a greater risk) than the certifi-
cation level, as determined by the Ad-
ministrator, of either the flock of the 
dam or the flock of the sire, whichever 
one presents the greater risk. 

(e) The flock to which the sheep em-
bryos are transferred pursuant to para-
graph (a)(2) of this section must be 
monitored for scrapie disease until the 
flock, and all first generation progeny 
resulting from the embryos imported 
in accordance with this section, quali-
fies as a ‘‘Certified’’ flock. 

(f) Except for sheep embryos being 
placed in Certifiable Class C flocks, the 
certificate accompanying sheep em-
bryos imported under paragraph (a) of 
this section must contain the following 
statement: ‘‘The embryos identified on 
this certificate are the progeny of a 
dam and sire that have been monitored 
by a salaried veterinary officer of 
[name of region of origin], for [number of 
months], in the same source flock which 
had been determined by the Adminis-
trator, APHIS, prior to the exportation 
of these embryos to the United States, 
to be equivalent to [certification level (of 
dam or sire) presenting greater risk] of 
the Voluntary Scrapie Flock Certifi-
cation Program authorized under 9 
CFR part 54, subpart B.’’ 

(1) The Administrator will determine, 
based upon information supplied by the 
importer, whether the flock of the em-
bryos’ dam and sire participates in a 
program in the region of origin that is 
equivalent to the Voluntary Scrapie 
Flock Certification Program, and if so, 
at what level the source flock would be 
classified. 

(2) In order for the Administrator to 
make a determination, the importer 
must supply the following information 
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with the application for an import per-
mit, no less than 1 month prior to the 
anticipated date of importation: 

(i) The name, title, and address of a 
knowledgeable official in the veteri-
nary services of the region of origin; 

(ii) The details of scrapie control pro-
grams in the region of origin, including 
information on disease surveillance 
and border control activities and the 
length of time such activities have 
been in effect; 

(iii) Any available information con-
cerning additions, within the 5 years 
immediately preceding collection of 
the embryos, to the flock of the em-
bryos’ sire and dam; 

(iv) Any available data concerning 
disease incidence, within the 5 years 
immediately preceding collection of 
the embryos, in the flock of the em-
bryos’ sire and dam, including, but not 
limited to, the results of diagnostic 
tests, especially histopathology tests, 
conducted on any animals in the flock; 

(v) Information concerning the 
health, within the 5 years immediately 
preceding collection of the embryos, of 
other ruminants, flocks, and herds 
with which the embryos’ sire and dam 
and the flock of the embryos’ sire and 
dam might have had physical contact, 
and a description of the type and fre-
quency of the physical contact; and 

(vi) Any other information requested 
by the Administrator in specific cases 
as needed to make a determination. 

(g) All first generation progeny re-
sulting from embryos imported under 
this section are subject to the require-
ments of 9 CFR part 54 and all other 
applicable regulations. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control numbers 0579–0040 and 
0579–0101) 

[61 FR 17241, Apr. 19, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 56025, Oct. 28, 1997]

Subpart B—Ruminant and Swine 
Embryos From Regions Where 
Rinderpest or Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease Exists

SOURCE: 56 FR 55809, Oct. 30, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 98.11 Definitions. 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service. The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

Collection of embryos. Embryos re-
moved from a single donor dam in one 
operation. 

Embryo. The initial stages of develop-
ment of an animal, after collection 
from the natural mother and while it is 
capable of being transferred to a recipi-
ent dam, but not after it has been 
transferred to a recipient dam. 

Embryo collection unit. Area or areas 
where the donor dam will be bred to 
produce embryos for importation into 
the United States, and where the em-
bryos will be collected, processed, and 
stored pending shipment to the United 
States. 

Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Lab-
oratory. The Foreign Animal Disease 
Diagnostic Laboratory of the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service. 

Herd of origin. The herd in which the 
donor dam is kept during the 60 days 
before the donor dam is required to be 
housed in an embryo collection unit, in 
accordance with § 98.17(a) of this sub-
part. 

Import. To bring into the territorial 
limits of the United States. 

Inspector. An employee of the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
who is authorized to perform the func-
tion involved. 

Official veterinarian. A full-time sala-
ried veterinarian of the national gov-
ernment of the country of origin or a 
veterinarian employed by the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS), and designated by APHIS to 
supervise or conduct procedures re-
quired by this subpart, and to certify 
that requirements of this subpart have 
been met. 

Person. Any individual, corporation, 
company, association, firm, partner-
ship, society, joint stock company, or 
other legal entity. 

Region. Any defined geographic land 
area identifiable by geological, polit-
ical, or surveyed boundaries. A region 
may consist of any of the following: 

(1) A national entity (country); 
(2) Part of a national entity (zone, 

county, department, municipality, par-
ish, Province, State, etc.); 
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